
SIWE’S JOURNEY
Sanitation in Khayelitsha

Bertha Foundation

Equal Education

Amazwi Wethu

Steps Southern Africa



SIWE’S JOURNEY
Sanitation in Khayelitsha

FILM GUIDE



SIWE’S JOURNEY  Film Guide2

“Our greatest strength is that we are a grassroots movement 
of young people, from the poorest communities in South Africa. 
We are therefore able to articulate the demands and aspirations 
of these young people for better schools and equal, quality 
education, and to pursue this actively through our advocacy 
and campaign work. By training members of Equal Education to 
become photographers and documentary film-makers, Amazwi 
Wethu is strengthening our ability to make our voices heard and 
pursue and win campaigns for educational equality”

Brad Brockman (Equal Education General Secretary)

Amazwi Wethu
Amazwi Wethu--”Our Voices” in isiXhosa--is Equal Education’s youth 
film training workshop. Amazwi Wethu teaches Equal Education youth 
members (known as Equalisers) documentary film, photography and 
editing skills, while also promoting media literacy. Students become 
critically conscious producers and consumers of media as they also 
learn how to utilise media in their activism. 

Media Advocacy
Film and photography can be powerful tools to amplify peoples’ voices 
and help them affect change in their local communities, while engaging 
them in a digitising global community. The students take complete 
ownership of the production and editing process, empowering them to 
share their voices in the movement for quality and equality in South 
African education.

Content produced by the Amazwi Wethu 
students not only stands as a testament to 
their developing technical skills, but also 
supports Equal Education’s work to educate 
and mobilise members of the community 
through screenings and seminars.

USING FILM AS A TOOL 
FOR ACTIVISM
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THE LEARNING CYCLE 
is crucial in actively engaging audiences

USING FILM AS A TOOL 
FOR ACTIVISM
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By: Ayanda Xoeie, Bayanda Mazwi, Sisonke Mqamelo, Banele Poni, 
Sibonisiwe Gova, Phelokazi Tsoko, Somila Magatya

Trainers: Palika Makam and Phiwo George

 

Target Audience
High school students, Teachers, Parents, Government, People living in 
informal settlements, People living in suburbs

Key Issues
Dignity, Environment, Gender, Health, Human Rights, Rights vs 
Responsibilities, Safety, Sanitation, Service Delivery 

Film Outline
Siwe is a 17 year-old-student living and attending school in Khayelitsha. 
Through her work as an Equaliser, she has become increasingly aware 
of the sanitation crisis in her community and other informal settlements. 
Follow Siwe on a journey as she meets other young people living in 
Khayelitsha and explores issues of sanitation and service delivery.   

Questions For Discussion
•	 How do you feel after watching this film?

•	 How did it make you feel to see dirty toilets on the screen?

•	 What is the message of this film?

•	 What kind of information did you learn from Siwe’s journey?

•	 Have you ever experienced sanitation issues?     
 If yes, how did it make you feel? 

•	  Do you think it’s important for everyone (even those who don’t   
 experience sanitation issues in their community) to get involved in   
 addressing these issues? Why or why not?

•	 What are some actions that we can take as a community to create   
 a better sanitation situation? 

SIWE’S JOURNEY: 
SANITATION IN KHAYELITSHA
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SIWE’S JOURNEY: 
SANITATION IN KHAYELITSHA

SIWE’S JOURNEY: 
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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

“Our toilets are blocked and they   
need to be cleaned”

“When we are in the classrooms,    
we must not open the door and   
windows because of  the smell”

“Half  of  the toilets do flush and    
half  of  them do not flush”
       

Equal Education’s Work
In September 2013, Equalisers at high schools in Khayelitsha, 
Kraaifontein, Nyanga, Strand and the Southern Suburbs of Cape Town, 
investigated infrastructure conditions at their respective schools by 
surveying and interviewing their peers and teachers. An overwhelming 
response identified poor and inadequate sanitation provision as a 
critical issue. This comes after over 3 years of campaigning for the 
promulgation of comprehensive Regulations for Minimum Norms and 
Standards for School Infrastructure.

It is evident that sanitation conditions in schools affect students’ ability 
to focus, and their sense of safety and health. The conditions reported 
by Equalisers also indicate that their schools generally do not meet 
Western Cape Education Department (WCED) standards which state 
that “bathrooms must be clean, safe, functioning and well supplied with 
toilet paper and sanitary bins [1]”. 

[1] [http://wced.pgwc.gov.za/circulars/minutes09/IDCminutes/lgsp.
html#dse10.pdf*e_inf_top.html#edse10_09.html]
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THE SANITATION CRISIS
IN OUR SCHOOLS

Equal Education surveyed 124 high school 
students in 17 schools between 1 October and 
11 October 2013.  We found…

81% of students  
said toilets stink all the time or sometimes in their schools

66% of students  
said some or all of their toilet doors do not have locks on them

93% of students  
said there is no toilet paper in bathrooms

58% of students  
said they had to stand in a long queue sometimes or all the times to 
use the restrooms

While the guidelines set by the WCED are vague, it is apparent that 
many schools do not currently meet stated guidelines.

Equalisers show their commitment to 
improving sanitation conditions 
In order to demonstrate their commitment to improving and 
maintaining sanitation conditions, Equalisers organised the cleaning 
of toilet facilities at 14 schools. Many principals, teachers and 
caretakers supported this activity and commended the Equalisers for 
volunteering their time before their end of year exams.
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WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?

Sanitation conditions in schools work in tandem with other 
issues in the school and community environment. The scarcity 
of locks on toilet doors creates safety risks and discourages 
use for some students. The implications of these unmet needs 
reflect	larger	issues	of	school	infrastructure	and	community	
safety [2]. By addressing sanitation issues in schools, we can 
simultaneously work to solve related issues that assault the 
dignity and rights of students and communities.

The WCED states that it is the responsibility of the school governing 
bodies (SGBs) and school management teams to monitor and maintain 
toilet facilities. There must be greater accountability by the WCED to 
support and ensure that SGBs and school management teams are able 
to meet the needs of their schools. Moreover, district and provincial 
governments must ensure adequate provision of toilets and basins as 
well as provide support in repairing facilities.

Through engagement with district and provincial authorities, we hope 
to develop plans that will ensure that schools meet the standards 
set by the WCED sanitation guidelines. We will also work with SGBs 
and school management teams to help them meet their obligation of 
monitoring and maintaining water and toilet facilities in their schools.

Equalisers and parents will continue to struggle for sanitation conditions 
that allow for a productive and safe learning environment. 

[2]http://www.sjc.org.za/about-us

Learn more and get involved at    
www.equaleducation.org.za
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